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Purpose

This guide provides a structured framework for writing clear, objective, and evidence-
based assessment narratives. It complements the Alignify™ Assessment Methodology
(AAM-401) by translating the assessment reporting framework into practical writing
guidance.

Review your completed assessment narrative before beginning this worksheet. ldentify
one or more opportunities for improvement supported by your assessment evidence.
Complete each section as thoroughly as possible, ensuring that proposed actions are
realistic, evidence-informed, and appropriate for the assessment findings.

The Assessment Narrative Flow

A step-by-step progression for transforming assessment results
into evidence-informed improvement.

Begin with the quantitative and/or
qualitative evidence collected from
your assessment.

Assessment Results
The Evidence

I —

o Describe what the assessment
Observation

evidence shows. Report objective

What Happened? patterns, trends, and performance.
Interpretation Explain the educational significance of

What Does It Mean?
Suggestions to Improve

Student Learning
What Can Improve Learning?

.

Assessment Design
Reflection
Did the Assessment Measure What
We Intended?

4

Plan for Improvement
What Will We Do Next?

the results. Use professional judgment
and consider relevant context.

Identify actions that may strengthen
student learning. Recommendations
should be evidence-informed and
focused on student success.

Reflect on the effectiveness of the
assessment process. Consider
alignment, rubric quality, evidence
collected, and opportunities to
strengthen assessment design.

Document specific actions for the
next assessment cycle, including
responsibility, timeline, and how
effectiveness will be evaluated.
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The Five Components of an Assessment Narrative

Component Purpose Key Question
Observation Describe what the What happened?
assessment results
demonstrate.
Interpretation Explain the educational What does it mean?

significance of the results.

Suggestions to Improve | Recommend actions that may | What can improve student

Student Learning strengthen learning. learning?

Assessment Design Reflect on the effectiveness of | Did the assessment

Reflection the assessment itself. measure what we
intended?

Plan for Improvement Document specific actions for | What will we do next?

the next assessment cycle.

Writing Tips
Observation

Effective Practice
e Report objective findings.
e Summarize meaningful patterns.
e Compare results to established thresholds.
e Describe performance before interpreting significance.

Strengthen Your Narrative By
e Separating observation from interpretation.
e Allowing the evidence to guide recommendations.
« Maintaining an objective, professional tone.
« Limiting conclusions to those supported by the available evidence.

Interpretation

Effective Practice
« Explain what the observed patterns suggest.
e Apply professional judgment.
o Consider instructional context.
e Recognize areas where additional evidence would strengthen interpretation.
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Avoid
« Base interpretations on available evidence and clearly distinguish evidence from
inference..
o Overgeneralizing.
« Repeating observations without analysis.

Suggestions to Improve Student Learning

Effective Practice
o Connect recommendations directly to the assessment evidence.
e Focus on actions that strengthen student learning.
« Recommend realistic and achievable improvements.
e Describe how the recommendation addresses the observed findings.

Assessment Design Reflection

Effective Practice
Reflect on questions such as:
o Did the assessment align with the CLO?
« Did students have sufficient opportunity to demonstrate learning?
o Did the assessment measure the intended knowledge or skill?
e Would revisions strengthen future assessment?
Plan for Improvement

Effective Practice
Effective improvement plans:
« ldentify specific actions.
e Assign responsibility.
o Establish realistic timelines.
« Describe how future assessment will evaluate effectiveness.

Narrative Quality Checklist

Before submitting your assessment report, ask yourself:
0 Are my observations objective?
[0 Have | separated observation from interpretation?
00 Are my conclusions supported by evidence?
OO0 Are recommendations connected to the assessment findings?
O Did | evaluate the assessment design?
O Is my improvement plan realistic and measurable?

O Have | reviewed all Al-generated content for accuracy and completeness?
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Remember,
Data inform. Evidence persuades.

Assessment reporting transforms quantitative results into meaningful evidence through
structured analysis, faculty professional judgment, and continuous improvement.
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