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Different learning activities require different evidence collection strategies based on their design, evidence measures, available data, and intended use of evidence results.
Use the guides below to select the most appropriate collection strategy that produces valid, reliable, and meaningful evidence while minimizing unnecessary workload.

B.1 EXAM LEARNING ACTIVITY EVIDENCE COLLECTION DECISION TREE
Selecting the Right Evidence Collection Strategy Based on Exam Design

Is every student completing

If>
| n the same exam learning activity?
L

(All guestions are the same for all students)

I

YES

Objective (CLO)?

e Is every exam question intentionally
mapped to one Course Learning

T

[ YES |

AGGREGATE COLLECTION
APPROPRIATE

Proceed with aggregate
collection.

Examples:

+ Fixed exams

« Standard quizzes

« Common assessments

@

STRATEGY A
(RECOMMENDED)

-
- —

EXAM QUESTION
SAMPLING
(Best Practice)

Designate a subset of axam

questions as “Assessment

Questions.”

+ Every Assessment Question
is intenticnally mapped to
one CLO,

+ Ewvery student receives
different Assessment
Questions (aggregating
practice, or exam security.

Advantages:

v Aggregate collection remains
possible

+ Minimal faculty workload

« Strong longltcluinal
consistency

+ Recommended by Alignify™

( o REVIEW EXAM LEARNING

ACTIVITY DESIGN

Ensure questions are

intentionally aligned to
intended CLOs before
collecting evidence.

1

@

™

Does the exam learning activity
use randomized question banks
or adaptive delivery?

¥

STEP 2: CHOOSE AN EVIDENCE COLLECTION STRATEGY

STRATEGY B

&

STANDARDIZED QUESTION
POOLS

Enzure every randomized
version contains the same
CLO distribution,
Example:

Every student receives;

+ 5CLO 1 questions

+ 5CLO 2 questions

« 5CLO 3 questions

= 5CLO 4 gquestions

Advantages:

¥ Maintains uniformity

v Preserves blueprint
consistency

Limitation:

Requires careful exam

blueprint design.

STRATEGY C
Yar
P

STUDENT-LEVEL
COLLECTION

student and every
exam question.

Recommended when:

Collact rasults for every

+ High-stakes exams
+ Licensure preparation
+ Program evaluation
« Advanced analytics

Advantages:

¥ Highest leve| of
precision

Limitations:

+ Significant data volume

* Requires LMS export/

+ manual collection

STRATEGY D
|I|I

LMS QUESTION
STATISTICS

Uza LMS-genarated

question-level
statistics.

Example:

Moodle, Canvas,

Brightspace

= Question statistics are
aggregated by question
to CLOs,

Advantages:

¥ Lower faculty workload

v Aggregated data

+ Built-in to LMS

Limitation:

Depends on LMS

reporting capabilities.
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LEARNING ACTIVITY TYPICAL EVIDENCE MEASURE

Assignment
Project
Discussion
Presentation
Portfolio
Reflection
Case Study

Lab

Observation
Clinical Evaluation
Internship

Practicum

eI N @

RECOMMENDED

EVIDENCE COLLECTION

B.2 NON-EXAM LEARNING ACTIVITY EVIDENCE COLLECTION GUIDE
Recommended Evidence Collection Strategy by Learning Activity Type

Rubric s Aggregate Most common approach
: i Student-level opticnal for
Rubric o A ate 4
i fan  f00reg deeper analysis
Rubric 73 Aggregate Use criterion scores
Rubri [ TT I te Stude[lt-level if detailed
s fah ggrega analysis needed
‘ : gt Student-level for longitudinal
Rubric san Aggregate tracking
Rubric £o% Aggregate Student-level optional
Rubric 7o\ Aggregate Standard recommendation
Ribric or.Checklist [T Y Ve Student-level if competencies
A CEERE are tracked
Checklist ; Student-Level When individual perfﬂfmance
matters
Observation Rubric ; Student-Level Required in many disciplines
Evaluation Rubric ; Student-Level Recommended
Observation Rubric ; Student-Level Recommended

NON-EXAM LEARNING ACTIVITY DECISION TREE (General Guide)

complete the same
Learning Activity?

[ YES |

L Aggregate Collection
f@% Recommended

Does avary studant

[ves |
T

9g® Aggregate Collection

f@% Recommended

Is performance evaluated
using a rubric or checklist?

@ Colliection Recommended

Iz individual student

I

fves)

Student-Level

performance required
for program or licensure
decisions?

NO

#g® Aggregate Collection
f@» Recommended

ALIGNIFY™ BEST PRACTICES

¥ Design learning activities and evidence measures intentionally,

KEY PRINCIPLES

+ Match the evidence strategy to the learning activity design.

= Use the smallest unit of analysis necessary to anawer your questions.
+ Be consistent within and across assessment cycles.

o

+ Map every evidence measure to one primary CLO.
+ Choose the collection method that best supports your assessment goals.
¥ Consider validity, reliability, workload, and data use when deciding.

@

+ Document and justify your collection strategy in the Assessment Workbook.

",
all

IMPACT ON THE WORKBOOK & ALIGNIFY™

= Your collection strategy determines the type of data you enter and how it can be analyzed.

» The right choice leads to:
+ More valid and meaningful results
= Lower faculty workload
+ Stronger decision making and continucus improvement





